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I s it our imagination, or
are there signs of a return to the dandy-ish in
men’s fashion?

The shops are full of
tweeds and velvets,
enlivened by sharp
silhouettes and
modern cuts.

Maybe it has some-
thing to do with the recession.
Amidst all the doom and gloom, the
temptation to liven things up a bit tends to
come to the fore. There’s a peacock in all of
us just waiting to get out and the upcoming
Christmas season might be the chance to let
it rip.

The dandy look is all about finding your
own unique style and flaunting it
unashamedly. You may have a penchant for
dramatic bow ties, or flamboyant waistcoats
(or, if you’re like Breffni from the Apprentice,
your old Harvard jacket). Whatever your personal
foible, now is the time to be brave and unleash you
inner dandy.

There’s no shortage of inspiration out there to
help you get in touch with your inner
dandy. If F Scott Fitzgerald’s Jay
Gatsby was the role model for
the dandy of the twenties and
thirties, then Gossip Girl’s Chuck
Bass is his modern day equivalent.
One thing never changes however:
it’s not just what you wear - it’s how
you wear it!

Top tips: nailing the business casual look
IT’S increasingly common to see
‘business casual’ as the dress code
in workplaces or on invitations to
after-hours events. For many men,
they’re two words that inspire con-
fusion and fear. We can handle for-
mal business wear (suit, shirt and
tie - no problem) and we can do
casual (take your pick), but finding
the middle ground between the two
inevitably proves to be a challenge.
More often than not, we err on the
side of being too casual and end up
looking simply sloppy.
So, here’s our indispensible guide
to nailing the business casual look:

■ 1. Invest in a good jacket
A well-cut sports jacket will strike
the right chord no matter what it's
worn with. For example, paired with
smart trousers and a button down
shirt, it transforms the outfit into
something of a relaxed suit. Worn
with jeans and a long sleeve knit
top, however, it lends an otherwise
casual outfit a refined edge.

■ 2. Buy a pair of khakis
They aren't exactly the height of
men's fashion, but then again that's
not the look you're going for here.
When in doubt, you can't go wrong
with khakis in a cream or other
neutral colur – they, too, pair well
with everything from short sleeve
polo shirts to long sleeve button
down tops.

■ 3. A good longsleeve shirt
Short sleeves are definitely more

casual, and they generally don't
resonate well in professional set-
tings. Mix it up with solid colors and
a few prints here and there (noth-
ing over the top, of course), and
feel free to roll those sleeves up
during the day if it's appropriate.

■ 4. Look down
As with any outfit, the shoes you
wear are essential to succeeding
with the business casual look. If
you’re wearing khakis, team them
up with a pair of good quality
brown lace-ups. Those black shoes
you wear with your suit won’t fit

the bill - and they’ll destroy the
whole look. And, as with any shoes,
make sure they’re in good nick -
they don’t need to be shining, but
make sure they’re polished all the
same.

■ 5. And speaking of
footwear...
Don’t neglect your socks. In the
grand scheme of things, they may
not be the most important element
of your wardrobe – but stick with
dark socks for all of your ensem-
bles. They should extend to the
mid-calf area so that your legs do
not show when you sit down.

■ 6. Wearing jeans
You can wear jeans as part of a
business casual outfit, but make
sure they’re good quality, slim fit-
ting and of the more structured
variety. A uniform, dark colour is
also a must if you’re going to team
jeans up with a sports jacket - avoid
anything excessively faded or dis-
tressed-looking.

■ 7. Tie it all together
Most people use business casual as
an excuse to ditch the tie, but with
fewer people wearing ties on a day
to day basis, why not use it as an
opportunity to wear one. A narrow,
wool tie work with a fitted, button-
down shirt and jeans is a very
strong and contemporary look. But,
remember, if you’re going to wear
a tie, avoid half measures. Close
your top button and knot it up fully.

All’s fine and dandy

with Colm Ward

Don’t be afraid to develop
your own personal style
and flaunt it

Chuck Bass of Gossip Girl
fame is a role model for the
modern dandy

Velvet, plaid, tweed...
nothing is out of bounds so
long as you’ve got the
attitude to carry it off

Business casual dress gives a
man a chance to express his
personality without losing the
professional look

A good, well-fitted pair of slacks or
khakis is an essential component
of any man’s wardrobe, as is a
good pair of shoes

IF you’re stuck for inspiration as to what you could buy
yourbetterhalfforChristmasthisyear,youcoulddoworse
thancheckingoutBrownThomaswhichhasplentyofgreat
gift ideasforyouandher.

Aswellashavingagreatselectionofcosmeticsandper-
fumes, they also have some very tasty stocking fillers,
whichshouldkeepyouinbrowniepointswellintothenew
year.

Check out the Just Sheepskin range of slippers and
booties for men and women - just the thing to keep the
winterchillsout.

Of,ifyouwanttomakeitaChristmastoremember,con-
siderinvestinginsomebeautifullingerieforthatbeauti-
ful woman in your life. BT have a great selection, includ-
ingBetseyJohnston,ChantelleandElleMcPherson(her
lingerierange,notthemodelherself,unfortunately).

Sogotowww.brownthomas.com,orheaddowntotheir
Limerick store on O’Connell Street for some Christmas
crackers.

Great gifts for her (and
you too) this Christmas

Just Sheepskin have a great selection of toasty
slippers and booties for the two of you


